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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Board of Selectmen 

Meeting – March 26, 2020 
Town Hall, 620 Old Homestead Highway and remotely using Zoom. 

Swanzey, NH 
 
ZOOM MEETING during Health Emergency 
Town Administrator Michael Branley hosted a ZOOM online conference call at 2:00 pm at Town Hall due 
to the public health emergency.  Present were Sylvester Karasinski and Kenneth P. Colby, Jr. Also present 
was Town Administrator Michael Branley and Recording Secretary Beverly Bernard.  Selectman W. 
William Hutwelker was not present. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Health Officer Pam Fortner, Administrative Assistant Jenna Fraunfelder, Recycling Center Manager Josh 
Whipple, Chief Eric Mattson, Conservation Commission Chair Wally Smith, Human Services and 
Resources Coordinator Edna Coates. 
 
COVID -19 UPDATE 
Fortner summarized discussion on legal conference call that she was on earlier in the day with the State 
of New Hampshire legal representatives.  Fortner said she would also send a conference call summary to 
Branley for anyone not on the call today. 
 
Fortner said folks asked that their town based data on COVID cases, rather than just by county. The 
State officials said the state is considering doing that. Tax lien process, deadline should still be followed.  
 
Fortner said there was concern about summer rental cottages and campgrounds; legal said there is 
nothing to prohibit this, looking for guidance from public health.  People are concerned about people 
coming from other states into New Hampshire. In Keene she said some religious organizations are 
having services in parking lots with everyone staying in cars. It appeared that the City of Keene is 
concerned about that.  
 
Fortner said there is a new protocol for destination determination.  If a patient calls the Fire Department 
and wants to go to the hospital and they don’t need to do so by the judgement of the medical personnel 
with the Fire Department, but patient is insisting to be transported, then the new protocol says that the 
Fire Department can refuse to transport. The insistent person will have to go to the hospital with their 
own transportation.  
 
Regarding conference calls and Town Meeting – the Attorney General office is working on advice and 
will provide it when that is ready.   
 
Emergency order to suspend mechanical inspections inside houses was discussed. When they deliver oil, 
an inspection must be done if the oil company is not the company who normally delivers oil to the 
residence. The suspension has to do with avoiding entering a homes. 
 
Fortner said the State is also looking at ethical standards for hospitals during a health crisis.  
 
At 2:30 p.m. Friday is Law Enforcement call planned by the State. Affordable Care Act waiver is being 
discussed to allow part-time employees to work above 30 hours per week without needing to be offered 
health insurance to retain part of the work force. Branley said he thought that would have to come from 
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Federal level. Fortner said NH Retirement System is going to waive ceilings on work hours for their 
retirees.  
 
Whipple said the Recycling Center is busy. He has been talking to the Northeast Resource Recovery 
Association and most recycling centers are operating about the same as the Swanzey Center is doing. 
 
Branley said the Attorney General’s office is warning about scams regarding COVID-19. He added that 
total cases in New Hampshire are now at 137. He noted there will be a 3 pm Governor press conference 
today.  When questioned, Mattson said the Fire Department is relatively quiet. Most people are staying 
home. 
 
Smith said the US Department of Commerce stated that 3.4 million people filed for unemployment in 
the past week and that could translate into a shortfall for the Town’s coffers.  Paying property taxes 
could be a real issue this year. Branley noted that could be true and Colby thanked everyone for 
attending the meeting. 
 
Meeting over at 2:20 pm 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary     
Approved on April 8, 2020 
 


